868 DOMESTIC TRADE AND PRICES

Section 1.—Merchandising and Service Establishments*

The next census of merchandising and service establishments will be for the year
1961. The first census of this kind in Canada related to business transacted for the year
1930 and similar censuses were taken for 1941 and 1951. It is worth noting now that the
scope of the data being collected for 1961 has been widened. Gross margin information
will be collected from retail stores and wholesalers. Operating expense figures will be col-
lected from wholesalers and service businesses and more information will be sought about
the operating characteristics of retailers and wholesalers.

The results of the 1930 and 1941 Censuses of Merchandising and Service Establish-
ments are contained in Vols, X and XI of the Census reports for those years and the
results of the 1951 Census of Distribution in Vols. VII and VIII of the 1951 Census reports.
Summary data for 1951 are given in the 1955 Year Book, pp. 953-977. The results of the
1961 Census will be available about mid-1963.

Census information is supplemented in intercensal years by monthly, quarterly and
annual surveys on the more important phases of the retail, wholesale and service trades—
sample surveys for some businesses and full coverage for others. The 1951 Census formed
a new base for such surveys and certain improvements have been implemented for con-
tinuance during the 1951-61 intercensal period. Current information available on the
distributive trades is given in the following Subsections. Estimates for the years prior to
1951 have been revised in accordance with the census base.

Subsection 1.—Wholesale Trade

Wholesale Sales and Inventories.—Estimated sales of wholesalers expanded from
$5,784,400,000 in 1951 to $8,764,500,000 in 1960, and estimated inventories increased from
$682,500,000 in 1951 to $1,047,400,000 in 1959 (inventory data result from a special survey
made for the years 1958 and 1959). These figures, given respectively in Table 1 for 1956-
60 and Table 2 for 1958 and 1959, include only wholesalers proper, i.e., they exclude agents
and brokers and manufacturers’ sales branches. Sales estimates have been revised but have
not been adjusted for price changes. Table 3 shows the business of agents and brokers for
the years 1957-59; such sales increased from $2,493,563,000 in 1951 to $3,187,206,300 in
1959.

* Prepared in the Merchandising and Services Section of the Industry and Merchandising Division, Dominion
Bureau of Statistics.

1.—Wholesale Sales, by Kind of Business, 1956-60

Nore.—Includes only wholesalers proper, i.e., firms performing the function of buying merchandise on their
own account for resale.

Kind of Business 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960
$'000,000 | $000,000 | $'000,000 | $°000,000 | $000,000

237.7 237.2 263.5 279.5 288.4
1,157.7 | 1,263.8 | 1,385.1 ( 1,544.5( 1,649.7
146.4 152.0 175.0 171.3 165.0
114.0 116.9 123.6 120.0 116.1

Fresh fruits and vegetables. ...
Groceries and food specialties
Meat and dairy products. ...
Clothing and furnishings. ..

FOOVWERT o swsvsys s st s Smsaie 3908 o Sbg gvavave sravative dnscassl 31.4 30.9 33.5 37.1 38.0
Other textile and clothing accessories. ..................... 187.3 186.3 198.2 211.5 204.6
Drugs and drug sundries. . .......c.oooeeriiieieenienreniennes 174.4 184.7 198.5 216.6 221.9
Household electrical appliances e 164.5 161.3 166.4 181.4 182.7
Farm machiner; 68.6 56.1 68.5 84.9 73.0

Coal and coke.

Hardware..... 310.7 315.2 308.8 317.6 327.1
Construction materials and supplies including lumber....... 799.3 779.6 825.2 964.4 877.6
Industrial and transportation equipment and supplies....... 804.7 796.4 709.0 779.7 748.1
Commercial, institutional and service equipment and supplies 104.9 105.1 109.3 130.2 137.4
Automotive parts and accessories............o.eiiiinniinn 338.0 342.1 363.9 407.9 414.8

Newsprint, paper and paper products.... . . 3
Tobacco, confectionery and soft drinks, 585.0 635.8 679.2 723.4
Qther.. voves seows saviameans souss 4 1,996.7 | 1,893.3 | 1,892.5 | 2,163.9 | 2,149.3

Totals, Al'Trades...........c.coooeveiinnnnnnns 7,672.1 | 7,691.5 | 7,905.7 | 8,752.6 | 8,764.5




